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Please, Mr. Editor! 


We want Baptists to know each other better. 
How else can we cultivate a stronger sense of 
fellowship ? 

Well, that means they must learn more about 
each other. One main purpose of this monthly 
newspaper is to bring news of what Baptists in 
various parts of the world are doing. Lots of 
people write us, asking for this little periodical. 
But the number of those who see it is limited, very 
limited indeed. We need help to share its news. 
That is why we offer you the privilege of reprint- 
ing, without special permission. By lifting the 
material from our columns, you can make it avail- 
able in your own much more important weeklies 
and monthlies, whose combined circulation makes 
our little Wortp feel very small. 

We are glad to see that some editors do make 
use of the items published in THE Baptist Wortp. 
But two things make us sad. A few editors do not 
seem to have discovered us as yet. A few others 
pick up bits of news from our columns about the 
field of their own convention and ignore the rest. 
Please, Mr. Editor, if you do have to select care- 
fully, can’t you pass up the items from your own 
“territory” and reprint the news from the rest of 
the world—the “beat” not already so well covered 
by your paper? A.T.O. 


In the Spirit of Thanksgiving 


The final issue of Volume I of THe Baptist 
Wortp is being produced immediately after 
Thanksgiving Day in the United States. It prompts 
us to acknowledge the help of two who have con- 
tributed time, talent, and skills to this “tiny paper 
with the terribly big name.” 

Rachel Joy Colvin, art editor of Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Union, Southern Baptist Convention, 
U.S.A., designed the mast head and the paragraph 
headings. Mrs. George Fraser, widow of the 
former Western treasurer of the Alliance, spends 
aday in the office every week, scanning the dozens 
of denominational periodicals which come to BWA 
headquarters, to glean news of worldwide scope. 

Gratitude is also expressed to the District of 
Columbia Baptist Convention, whose photo-offset 
printing facilities produced the first six issues, and 
to Judd and Detweiler of Washington, who now 
print the paper. - 
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BWA President Visits New Zealand 


From Christchurch, New Zealand, Dr. F. Town- 
ley Lord of London wrote November 17 that he 
had completed his eightieth meeting since his 
arrival in Australia September 19, and Mrs. Lord 
had a total of thirty. “What a privilege it is to 
meet our people in this way and to put in a word 
for our great world fellowship!” Dr. Lord declared. 
“These days I am doing little else than move from 
place to place, talking to churches, press reporters 
and radio interviewers about our Alliance. We 
had fine meetings in all the Australian Unions. 
Here in Auckland we had a special BWA evening 
in a crowded tabernacle. The local Baptists pre- 
sented a tableau with thirty young people dressed 
in national costume, each bearing a banner. As 
they grouped themselves on a platform, someone 
from China lifted up a wooden cross. The great 
audience rose spontaneously and sang, “ ‘Jesus 
Shall Reign.’ It was most moving!” 


Youth Secretary on Tour of Asia 


Joel Sorenson reporting from Tokyo November 
11 stated that Hong Kong had given him “the most 
refreshing spiritual experience thus far. What a 
power in the Baptist work!” Here he found two 
big colleges operated by Chinese Baptists. In 
1949 there were four Baptist churches and a 
chapel; today there are eleven churches and 
twenty chapels. A baptismal service was held this 
fall for 190 new converts. “In my closing service,” 
the secretary said, “over 1,200 people attended, 
many of them taking their seats outside when 
they could not get in. An invitation to repentance 
and faith and to a new encounter with God was 
met with a ready response of at least 35 persons, 
young and old.” 

In Ceylon, the first stop on the secretary’s tour, 
he found that Protestants on the island number 
about 100,000, with 1,600 Baptists. Ceylon has 
43 Baptist schools. “Nationalism and Buddhism 
go together,” he said. “This fact has its effect on 
Christian work. The proportion of Christians to 
total population is actually decreasing. A prom- 
inent Baptist layman told me that in all probability 
the Christians of Ceylon would have to face the 
threat of persecution in the years to come. I 
believe that our Baptist fellowship on the island 
has the depth of faith to stand firm if that 
happens.” (OVER) 





A brief stop in Madras, India, gave Mr. Sor- 
enson contact with the great Telegu Baptist work. 
“I noticed especially the joy in the faith which 
these brethren expressed,” he said. “In Calcutta 
I was moved as I preached in the church which 
William Carey built and where Adoniram and 
Ann Judson and Luther Rice were baptized upon 
their arrival in India in 1812. It was inspiring 
to meet a large group of Indian Baptist youth 
who had recently spent some time at Serampore 
College in a summer school. The vitality of their 
testimony revealed that a true evangelical faith 
with its joy and vigor was theirs.” 

Inasmuch as he was the first BWA secretary 
ever to visit Japan, Mr. Sorenson set aside several 
weeks for that country, to preach, speak in the 
Baptist schools, hold informal conferences, and 
tour the entire territory. After three weeks of it, 
he wrote: “It has been said that Japan took the 
theology and China the gospel. In Japan one 
senses an intellectual approach to our faith. The 
interest in Barth is strong and sermons are often 
loaded with a rather heavy theological apparatus. 
Let every country have its own way to the heart 
of our Father! Everywhere I have gone I have 
been met with much friendliness and a strong 
interest in our work, particularly in Europe. I 
found a strong interest in the practical side of life. 

“Our work here is growing, but it is wrong to 
believe that Japan is wide open to the gospel. 
The postwar reports on a great awakening were 
based on a superficial understanding of the mind 
of Japan. Many Baptist groups are working here 
and it is hoped that through all this faithful labor 
great things will happen. The Japanese, between 
East and West, has his own way also in the reli- 
gious sphere.” 

The youth secretary will complete his tour and 
return to Stockholm December 17. 


Asta 
Burma 


The Prime Minister, U Nu, laid the corner- 
stone for a Student Christian Foundation building 
at the University of Rangoon at ceremonies during 
the 86th annual general meeting of the Burma 
Baptist Convention. In his address, the official, 
a Buddhist, urged the 2,000 delegates to do their 
“utmost to preserve religious tolerance and har- 
mony.” On behalf of the Government, which 
represents a predominantly Buddhist people, he 
presented the Convention’s general fund with a 
check for 5,000 kyats (approximately $1,052). 


Europe 
European Baptist Missionary Society 


The Rev. Henri Vincent of Paris was elected 
president of the new mission society for the Bap- 
tists of Europe at its organizational meeting Sep- 


tember 17-18 at Zurich, Switzerland. The treasure 
is O. Winzeler of Switzerland and secretary Pay] 
Schmidt of Germany. These form the Executiye 
Committee and with four others they will serye 
as the Central Committee. 

Cameroons in Africa is the first mission field of 
the European group. Mr. and Mrs. Maurice 
Farelly are the first missionaries. They have spent 
30 years in an area of the Cameroons, first with 
the Baptist Missionary Society (British), late 
with the German B.M.S., and recently with the 
Paris Missionary Society. Two candidates, q 
theological student and his fiancée, a nurse, are 
being considered for appointment. 


Baptist Theological Seminary 


The student body of the seminary at Ruschlikon, 
near Zurich, Switzerland, totals 46 this year, in- 
cluding some wives and some postgraduate stu. 
dents who have fellowships. They have 16 
children. The countries represented in the student 
body are Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany, 
Greece, Holland, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, 
Norway, Portugal, Russia, Spain, Sweden, and 
Yugoslavia. 


Spain 

The Second Baptist Church of Madrid, which 
was Closed and sealed by Spanish police July 11, 
is still closed. The order under which the church 
was closed said it was “for various infractions.” 
Two pastors of Madrid went to the office of the 
General Direction of Security July 19, but the 
officer refused to see them. Southern Baptist 
missionaries presented the matter to the American 
Embassy in Madrid July 23. After several weeks 
the Embassy gave the information that the Spanish 
official said “the security authorities report that 
despite repeated warnings the persons in control 
of this chapel have been engaging in proselytizing 
activities.” They cited “Protestant films,” “un 
authorized meetings,” “candy and sweetmeats” 
offered to children to entice them into church. 

The Spanish pastor denies any knowledge of 
“repeated warnings.” Films were shown occa: 
sionally but always in the chapel with no pub 
licity outside the church. All the services have 
been held in the chapel, as specially authorized in 
writing. Once at a Christmas program little bags 
of candy were given to the children present. 

Dr. Reuben E. Nelson of New York City, general 
secretary of the American Baptist Convention, was 
quoted in the New York Times, as follows: “The 
Baptists, who make up 11 per cent of the popula 
tion of the United States, are paying their share 
of the tax money currently being given by ou 
Government to strengthen the Government of 
Spain. Other Protestant Christians, as well a 
many Roman Catholics, who enjoy religious lib- 
erty in the United States, should join these 
Baptists to say that their money should not be 
used to support any Fascist or Communist Gov 
ernment that denies freedom of religion.” 





Latin America 


Jamaica 

A report on Baptist missions in the island of 
Jamaica appears in a recent issue of The Baptist 
Times of London, written by E. Anstie Bompas. 

‘It is a moving experience when in a house 
that once was the home of a slave owner to go 
into the dark and suffocating dungeon beneath 
the ground-level floors, where the slaves were 
herded together for punishment; to look out of 
the windows at the spot where a young slave was 
mce bound to a whipping-post and flogged be- 
cause he attended an open-air preaching service; 
to stand alone in the small cave beneath a rock 
on the mountain side where little groups of Chris- 
ian slaves met secretly at midnight to pray—and 
then to visit the Baptist chapel a few miles away 
where the slave who had been flogged became a 
leading member and deacon.” 

Mr. Bompas cited earthquakes and hurricanes 
as the cause of suffering and sacrifice after the 
days of active persecution were over. 

“Think of a minister and people who planned 
and gave and worked for 16 years to erect a 
Baptist chapel. At last their hopes are fulfilled 
and they had come to the very eve of the opening 
day. That night a hurricane struck the island and 
in the morning the new church was a heap of 
mins. Yet the people met and sang: ‘Our God, 
or help in ages past; Our hope for years to 
come,’ and then they gave themselves to another 
six years’ work before the new building was 
opened.” 


Paraguay 

Evangelical radio programs were ordered dis- 
continued in September, according to Correspond- 
ent Frances E. Roberts of Asuncion. No further 
facts are given to explain this action of the Para- 
guayan Government. 

The Baptist Hospital at Asuncion will soon 
welcome Don McDowell, M.D., and Mrs. Mc- 
Dowell as missionaries under the Southern Bap- 
tit (USA) Foreign Mission Board. They were 
stationed in Paraguay with the North American 
Public Health Service and the Point Four Program 
of the Unites States Government, and are in train- 
ing at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Under Paraguayan regulations, foreign doctors 
|) may practice in that country only under special 
medical license. Dr. Franklin Fowler, who was 
born and reared in Argentina of missionary 
parents, and speaks Spanish, obtained his license 
after many months’ delay. Dr. William Skinner 
obtained a license which is dependent upon Dr. 
Fowler’s license. 

“Dr. Fowler and I were as busy as we could 
be with hospital and clinic patients,” Dr. Skinner 
reports, “when suddenly we got an unexpected 
warning that we are practicing medicine without 
legal permission. . . . Dr. Fowler has been re- 
assured that he is within legal rights to continue 


} 


his practice as before. In order to avoid any 
doubt he is taking the medical exams required 
here to revalidate a foreigner’s medical diploma. 
I have just begun to take the exams offered in 
the national university medical school. Without 
your prayers I am confident I couldn’t have taken 
the first-year exams along with the students sat- 
isfactorily [in a foreign language]. Now for me 
begins the second-year medical school in the local 
6-year program, which leaves me only 32 more 
courses or exams to try to relearn in Spanish. 
This year I will be of little use to the hospital . . .” 


Meet a Vice-President 


W (illiam) C(ameron) 
Smalley of Winnipeg, 
Canada, was born in 
England and educated 
for the teaching profes- 
sion. He migrated to 
Canada in 1903, entered 
the Baptist ministry in 
1905, and was graduated 
in theology from Bran- 
don College, 1912. He 
has a Doctor of Divinity 
degree from the North- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago. Be- 
tween pastorates at Portage la Prairie and Ottawa, 
he was superintendent of Home Missions in Mani- 
toba for five years, and in 1929 he became general 
secretary of the Baptist Union of Western Canada, 
serving until 1951 in that capacity, and also as 
editor of the Western Baptist and member of the 
Canadian Baptist Foreign Mission Board. Dr. 
Smalley has been a member of the BWA Executive 
Committee since 1939. Mrs. Smalley, native of 
Blackburn, England, is a member of the Women’s 
Committee of the Alliance and a vice-president of 
the Women’s Missionary Auxiliary, Baptist Union 
of Western Canada. 
(Vice-President Manfredi Ronchi, scheduled for 
this issue, will be presented later.) 


North America 


United States 


The relief committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention contributed $65,070 in November to 
current needs overseas. The largest share of this 
goes for new church buildings in Germany, at 
Kiel, Lubeck, Nurnberg, Trosingen, Konstanz, and 
Lingen. The boys’ home in Berlin will also re- 
ceive a share. 

The Baptist World Alliance refugee work will 
get $7,500. To help build a church at St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, $3,000 was designated. Rehabili- 
tation work among the Mau Mau people of Kenya, 
East Africa, will get $5,000; a school building in 
Hong Kong, $15,000; and Korean relief $10,000. 





The American Baptist Convention’s two foreign 
mission agencies, on recommendation of their re- 
spective boards of managers, will merge if the 
plan voted upon November 16-17 is accepted next 
May by the American Baptist Convention. The 
two home mission societies had already taken 
such action, as reported in the November issue. 


Albuquerque, New Mexico, First Baptist is the 
first church in the history of television to have 
regular weekly services televised. Six Baptist 
businessmen are paying the bill for the hour-long 
program on the air Sunday at 11 A.M. 

Billy Graham received the Doctor of Divinity 
degree from Baylor University November 8 at the 
climax of the school’s second annual Conference 
on American ideals. He was the subject of the 
entire Religion section (with cover portrait) in 
the October 25 issue of Time magazine, and of 
major articles in Reader’s Digest, McCall’s, and 
Coronet monthly magazines. 

Fourteen young Chinese Baptists in Thailand 
dedicated their lives to the propagation of the 
gospel at the second annual Chinese Baptist re- 
treat near Bangkok this year. 

David Gomes, pastor of Tijuca Baptist Church, 
Rio de Janeiro, was elected secretary of the 
Brazilian Home Mission Board, to succeed the 
late Dr. L. M. Bratcher, Southern Baptist mis- 
sionary. The Board has 154 missionaries on duty 
in nine states of Brazil. 

Mississippi (USA) Baptists, in cooperation with 
the World Home Bible League, have undertaken 
to place a Bible in every Negro home in the 
state which has none, on condition that the mem- 
bers promise to read the book. 

Seinan Baptist University, Fukuoka, Japan, 
dedicated the M. Theron Rankin Memorial Chapel 
on October 13. It is the largest indoor auditorium 
in Japan’s Southern island of Kyushu. Governor 
Sugimoto of Fukuoka Prefecture, Baptist layman 
and chairman of Seinan trustees, was a speaker. 
The chapel is a memorial to the late Dr. Rankin, 
executive secretary of the Foreign Mission Board 
which sponsors Baptist missions at Fukuoka. 


Bacone College, Muskogee, Oklahoma, the 
only college for American Indians, opened its 
doors for its 75th year with students from 56 
tribes, three countries and more than half the 48 
states of the USA. This school is supported by 
the American Baptist Convention. 


Foreign Mission Secretary John A. Wilcox of 
the Baptist General Conference (Swedish, USA), 
after a tour of South America, named Sao Paulo 
and the state of Parana, Brazil, the north central 
section of Argentina, and Caribbean islands as 
possible fields of mission work for his group of 
Baptists. 


Chester Baptist Church of Nova Scotia in 
North America has wanted a church bell ever since 
it was founded 166 years ago. A chime of 14 bells 
was officially dedicated October 24. 


A Bible book-of-the-month club is sponsored 
by the First Baptist Church, Spartanburg, South 
Carolina (USA). The pastor selects a certain book 
of the Bible for the congregation to read and dy. 
ing one evening service of the month, he preache 
on that book. The attendance at that service js 
greater than at other evening services. 


The Baptist Men’s Movement of Great Britaip 
has accepted the responsibility for meeting al] 
delegates to the BWA Jubilee Congress arriving at 
air and rail terminals during June and July, 1955, 


Jesse R. Wilson, Home Secretary of the Ameri. 
can Baptist Foreign Mission Society for 14 years, 
has resigned to become a secretary of the Inter. 
national Missionary Council to devote his efforts 
to interpretation and support. He will be suc 
ceeded by Dr. Elmer A. Fridell. 


USA Foreign Operations Administration, for 
merly known as Point IV Program, is sending to 
Bangkok, Thailand, a former teacher at Kaifeng 
Baptist College as adviser on the Rice Breeding 
Program. His wife was born and reared in China 
where her parents were Baptist missionaries for 
half a century. The FOA appointees are Dr. and 
Mrs. Gordon K. Middleton, Raleigh, North Caro. 


lina. 


Alvin Dark, Baptist ball player, captain of the 
New York “Giants” who won the 1954 World Se 
ries, is a lifelong tither. He gave 10 per cent of 
his bonus ($1,100) to his home town church a 
Lake Charles, Louisiana. He has signed a ney 
contract with the Giants for two years at $73,000, 


“Share Our Surplus” or “SOS” is the service 
project of the American (Northern) Baptist Youth 
Fellowship this year. The goal is $8,000 to help 
move surplus foods and grains, donated by the 
U. S. government, to starving people in areas o 
drought or flood, earthquake or tornado, or politi 
cal upheaval. 


Texas Baptists contributed $7,994,260 for the 
Cooperative missions program during the 12-month 
period ending October 31. One-half went to South 
ern Baptist headquarters in Nashville, Tennessee, 
for world missions and other denominational proj: 
ects. The state has 3,637 churches, all but fou 
of which sent in contributions to state Baptist 
causes. 


Model constitution and by-laws for a local Bap 
tist church was distributed at the North Carolina 
Baptist Convention this year, to guide congreg# 
tions in legal matters and protect property right 
in the case of a dispute between factions within 
the church. 


Norwegian Baptist women have been contrib 
uting for five years to a fund to build a hospital it 
the Belgian Congo. At the annual convention, 4 
gift of Norw. Kr. 139,000 (£6,950, $19,440) wa 
made to the Congo Mission Committee by tht 
women. 








